
Please visit our website to find out more and join our mailing list. 
www.alburyparishneighbourhoodplan.org 

WHAT IS NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING? 
 
Introduction 
Since 2012 neighbourhood planning has provided the opportunity for 
communities to set out a positive vision for how they want their community 
to develop in ways that meet identified local need and make sense for local 
people. They are written by the community for the community. 
 
Neighbourhood Plans 
Neighbourhood Plans give communities important new rights around local planning.  They are 
written by local communities so the people who know and love the area can address many issues of 
importance to those who live and work there. For example: 

• preserve local green spaces and heritage; 
• choose where they want new homes, shops and offices to be built; 
• have their say on the design of new buildings; and/or 
• protect and improve the vitality of local business. 

 
Neighbourhood Plans relate to the use and development of land 
and associated social, economic and environmental issues. They 
may deal with a wide range of issues (like housing, employment, 
heritage, the environment, transport) or they may focus on one 
or two issues that are of particular importance to the local area. 
 
A Neighbourhood Plan will be subject to examination and public 
referendum and will then form part of the Local Development 
Plan. This statutory status gives Neighbourhood Plans far more 
weight than some other local planning documents, such as parish 
plans, community plans and village design statements. 
 

Steering Group and Task Groups 
Although the parish council is the legal qualifying body that will 
submit the Neighbourhood Plan it’s the local community that 
decides what goes in to it.  Anyone who lives or works within the 
Neighbourhood Plan Area is eligible to join the main Steering 
Group (usually 10-15 strong). Smaller Task Groups are also 
usually established to work on particular issues, such as housing, 
heritage, business or green space.   
 
Timeframe 
Neighbourhood Plans require work to be done by the community, including: identifying the key 
issues for the parish; developing the policies for the Plan and researching and collating evidence to 
support them. It is up to the Steering Group to decide the pace at which they wish to progress, but 
on average the process takes around two years. 
 
Community Consultation 
Community consultation is key to the development of the Plan and there will be a number of 
opportunities for the whole community to have their say.  These will include attending Open House 
events, completing surveys, reviewing and responding to the consultations on various drafts of the 
Plan and ultimately by voting on whether the Neighbourhood Plan should be adopted by the local 
council in a Parish Referendum. 
 

The Borough of Guildford 
currently has two 

Neighbourhood Plans - 
Effingham & Burpham - that 

have been approved at 
referendum and now form 

part of its Development Plan.  
There are nine designated 

neighbourhood areas, 
including Albury Parish. 

Please let us know if you 
would like to be directly 

involved with the 
development of the 

Albury Parish 
Neighbourhood Plan. 



Please visit our website to find out more and join our mailing list. 
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A NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN FOR ALBURY PARISH 
 
As a result of the Community Choices document published in July 2016, Albury 
Parish Council concluded that it should develop a Neighbourhood Plan. 
Guildford Borough Council designated the Albury Parish Neighbourhood Area 
on 22 February 2017. 
 

Call for Volunteers 
Albury Parish Council is calling for a team of local 
volunteers, from all corners of the parish, to join 
its Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. The work 
will be wide-ranging and although individuals with 
good local knowledge and specific areas of 
expertise such as the environment or planning are 
encouraged to get involved we would also value 
assistance from anyone who lives or works in the 
parish who would like to help protect and 
improve community life in Albury Parish for 
current and future generations. 

What area will the Albury Parish Neighbourhood Plan cover? 
Albury Parish Neighbourhood Plan will cover Albury village, Albury Heath, Brook, Farley Green, 
Little London and Newlands Corner.  
 
Why does Albury need a Neighbourhood Plan? 
Developing a Neighbourhood Plan for Albury Parish will enable us to: 

• assess how the impact of development outside our Neighbourhood Plan area will affect us; 
• re-evaluate our community housing needs and how best these can be delivered; 
• review what matters most to our community e.g. our rural environment, local businesses, 

our shops, our community assets (village hall, allotments, playground and green open 
spaces) and build a vision for their future; 

• review our infrastructure needs;  
• enable our community to benefit fully from future CIL contributions. 

 
What has happened so far? What are the next steps? 

• Neighbourhood Plan Area 
designated on 22 February 2017 

• Applied for government grant 
• Developed a dedicated Albury 

Parish Neighbourhood Plan website 
• Commissioned Surrey Community 

Action to conduct a parish Housing 
Needs Survey 

• Presented at the Albury Parish 
Annual Assembly on 16 April 2018 

• Organised a launch event for 
residents on 22 May 2018 

• Set up a Steering Group (10-15 people) 
• Analyse the results of the Housing Needs Survey 
• Hold a Visioning Workshop to identify key issues 
• Draft the policy ideas 
• Establish Task Groups 
• Collate good evidence on which to base the Plan 
• Prepare Task Group reports 
• Hold informal community consultation to check 

policy ideas before firming up into the Plan 
• Draft the Pre-Submission version of the Plan 
• Recommend to Parish Council to approve the 

Pre-Submission Plan.  

 

If you would like to join our Steering Group 
or a Task Group please leave your details 
with us or contact us via the website at 

www.alburyparishneighbourhoodplan.org. 
 

Typically Steering Groups meet monthly for 
a couple of hours over a two year period. 
Task Groups will get the bulk of their work 
done early on in the process and will meet 

on an ad hoc basis. 


